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CRIM 304: Community Relations


	Course Number:
	CRN 11646 CRIM 304.001 (Spring 2017)

	Course Title:
	Community Relations

	Instructor Name:
	(Dr.) Sheri Jenkins Keenan, Ph.D.

	Voice Mail:
	(812) 228-5138

	Email Address:
	skeenan@usi.edu

	Office Hours:
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	Monday       7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

Wednesday  7:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

Central Time
The Professor’s preferred methods of contact is via email, skeenan@usi.edu. Emails will be returned within 24 hours.

	Office Location:
	Liberal Arts Center 3022

	Credit Hours:
	3

	Meeting Days:
	Monday/Wednesday/Friday

	Meeting Times:
	10:00 a.m.- 10:50 a.m.

	Meeting Location
	Liberal Arts Center 2003

	Prerequisite(s):
	Two of the following CJS courses: CRIM 234, CRIM 244, POLS 208*, SOC 225, CRIM 254*.

	Textbook:
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	Walker, Samuel (2012) The Color of Justice Race, Ethnicity, and Crime in America. Wadsworth Cengage Learning. ISBN: 978-0-8400-2887-7
There is a Research Guide for this course. Please follow the link below. 

	Course Description:
	Critical consideration of the criminal justice system's capacity to deal with crime, and its relationship to the citizenry. Emphasis on programs to provide effective community relations.

	Course Learning Outcomes:
	The students upon completing this course should be able to provide an overview of the study of community relations by examining:

· what is a community;

· what is criminal justice vs. social justice; 

· community oriented strategies in criminal justice;

· law enforcement and community relations/justice;

· courts and community relations/justice; and 
· corrections and community relations/justice

	Program Learning Outcomes:
	

	Evaluation:
	Class Participation Points (38 classes @ 2 pts. each)         76 points

Homework(s) (11 @ 30 pts. each)                                    330 points
Discussion Board Questions (11 questions@10pts.each)110 points
Research Writing Assignment                                          150 points                                       

Topic for Approval            10 points

Thesis Statement                15 points

Annotated Bibliography     25 points

Final Product                     100 points
Mid-Term                                                                         100 points

Final Comprehensive Exam                                             200 points

	Grading Scale:
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	869 – 966     A
772 – 868     B

676 – 771     C

579 – 675     D

000 – 578     F

	Class Participation Point(s):
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	There are thirty-eight (38) class meeting(s) in the Spring 2017 semester. Each class meeting time is worth 2 points. Students who show up late, leave early, are absent, regardless of reason, excused or unexcused, and who do not bring their course material(s) to class will lose their points for that class meeting. These are not simply attendance points, but participation points. You cannot participate if you are not present or if you do not bring the necessary materials to class. NO EXCEPTIONS.    

	Homework(s):
	Each chapter, there are eleven (11), will have thirty (30) homework question assigned on blackboard. It is the responsibility of the student to check blackboard for due dates.  

	Discussion Board(s):
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	Discussion boards for this course are to create and foster online class community, cognitive, and critical thinking skills. It is the responsibility of student to check the discussion board for due dates.                           

Students will answer questions on Blackboard discussion board posted by the professor and then respond to one other student(s) answer to question. Answering the professor’s question is worth 5 points, and responding to one other student is worth 5 points for a total of 10 points per questions. There will be a total of 11 questions for a total of 110 points. 

	Research Writing Assignment:
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	The Research Writing Assignment for this course was create to facilitate cognitive and critical thinking skills and deeper exploration in a specific topic (student’s choice) related to Community Relations. In addition, this assignment exposes student to the “steps of the research process” need to produce a quality research project, which will be invaluable to the student during their tenure here at USI. Finally, this assignment expose student to the writing style utilized in the field of criminal justice field; APA. Please see blackboard “Start Here!” for further guidance.   
The Research Writing Assignment is an academic paper. The Research Writing Assignment has been broken down into four (4) evaluated sections.

I. Topic (10 points):

You must identify a research topic or question which is to be submitted on blackboard, and approved by the professor no later than Sunday, January 22, 2017. 
II. Annotated Bibliography (25 points):

You should use “peer reviewed” academic journal articles to write your paper. You should have at least seven different research sources. ONLY ONE (1) of the seven (7) sources can be an internet source and at least FOUR (4) must be peer reviewed academic journal articles. ONLY ONE (1) of the seven (7) sources can be agency materials. NO magazines/popular literature. The annotated Bibliography should be submitted on blackboard no later than Sunday, February 19, 2017. 
III. Thesis Statement (15 points):

The Thesis statement should be submitted on blackboard no later than Sunday, March 5, 2017. Students may receive online assistance/feedback through the Writer’s Room online writing Lab (owl@usi.edu). Through the owl, the Writing Room generally gives feedback to drafts, but could also give input on focus and possible thesis statements. They are usually able to send a reply within 48 hours (not including weekends). 
IV. Final Product (50 points):

Please do not refer to yourself in this paper as “I” or “me”. When making reference to yourself please use third person. Your paper must be written in APA style of writing. Your research paper should be 10 pages. Please note that the cover page, abstract, and references pages do NOT count as part of the mandatory paper length. The completed Research Writing Assignment is to be submitted on blackboard no later than Sunday, April 9, 2017.  

	Make-Up Policy:
	Students are given one full week on every assignment and on the Research Writing Assignment multiple weeks to complete the assignment. Therefore, late work will NOT be accepted. 
If you foresee a problem, please make sure that assignment(s) are turned in prior to the deadline. This is your responsibility as the student; NOT the professors. Assignments will NOT be accepted via email. Assignments should be submitted on blackboard only.  

	Students with Disabilities: 
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	If you have a disability for which you may require academic accommodations for this class, please register with Disability Resources (DR) as soon as possible. Students who have an accommodation letter from DR are encouraged to meet privately with course faculty to discuss the provisions of those accommodations as early in the semester as possible. To qualify for accommodation assistance, students must first register to use the disability resources in DR, Science Center Rm. 2206, 812-464-1961, www.usi.edu/disabilities. To help ensure that accommodations will be available when needed, students are encouraged to meet with course faculty at least 7 days prior to the actual need for the accommodation. However, if you will be in an internship, field, clinical, student teaching, or other off-campus setting this semester please note that approved academic accommodations may not apply. Please contact Disability Resources as soon as possible to discuss accommodations needed for access while in this setting.

	USI Title IX Sexual Misconduct Policy:


	USI does not tolerate acts of sexual misconduct, including sexual harassment and all forms of sexual violence. If you have experienced sexual misconduct, or know someone who has, the University can help. It is important to know that federal regulations and University policy require faculty to promptly report incidences of potential sexual misconduct known to them to the Title IX Coordinator to ensure that appropriate measures are taken and resources are made available. The University will work with you to protect your privacy by sharing information with only those who need to know to ensure we can respond and assist. If you are seeking help and would like to speak to someone confidentially, you can make an appointment with a counselor in the University Counseling Center. Find more information about sexual violence, including campus and community resources at www.usi.edu/stopsexualassault.

	Classroom Decorum:
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	Classroom Disruption:

Behavior that the professor views as substantially or repeatedly interfering with their ability to teach the class or the ability of other students to benefit from the instructional program is prohibited. The primary

responsibility for managing the classroom environment rests with the faculty. Students who engage in any acts that result in disruption of a class may be directed by the faculty member to leave the class for the remainder of the class period. If a student continues to engage in any acts that results in disruption of the class, the professor reserves the right to have the student removed from the course.
Academic Honesty:

Seeking, obtaining, or accessing information in any form or by any method other than the unprompted knowledge of the student constitutes cheating. Cheating on a test will result in loss of ALL credit for that test. Plagiarism is the presentation of work or ideas of another as one’s own. Plagiarism will result in loss of ALL credit for that paper. Repeated cheating and plagiarism will be referred to the Chair of the Department and the Dean of the School of Liberal Arts for additional review and disciplinary action. 

Attendance, Participation, and Tardiness:

This course is primarily a lecture course; however, students are expected and encouraged to participate in class discussions. Roll will be taken at the beginning and end of each class. It is the responsibility of each student to sign the roll. This method of roll taking is utilized in order to eliminate disputes about actual attendance. Attendance is mandatory.

Cell Phones:

No cell phones are allowed in the classroom. No recording devices are allowed in the classroom. No devices with internet access are allowed in the classroom. If your cell phone goes off in class, you will be asked to leave. 

Food in Class:

Please purchase all snacks before or after class. It is disruptive and disrespectful to the professor and fellow students to leave during class to visit the vending machines. Students are expected to clean up their surroundings before they leave the classroom. 

Bathroom and Smoke Breaks:

 Please use the restroom before or after class. It is disruptive and disrespectful to the professor and fellow students to leave during class. The University of Southern Indiana is a SMOKE FREE CAMPUS.

Class Withdrawal & Incomplete Policy

It is the student’s responsibility to officially drop/withdraw from any courses before the deadline. The university does not withdraw students from any classes. Please refer to the USI Academic Calendar (https://www.usi.edu/registrar/academic-calendar ) for specific dates.  For more information, please visit http://www.usi.edu/registrar. 

	Technical Support Services:
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	Since your professors are not trained as technology experts, they will not be able to assist you with your technical needs. Please contact the Help Desk at (812) 465-1080 or send an email to it@usi.edu for all your technical support needs. To learn more about the USI helpdesk, please visit http://www.usi.edu/distance/students/current/help-desk.

	Tentative Topical Outline:
	This is a tentative topical outline and may be changed at the discretion of the Professor with advanced notice. 
All assignments for each week are due on the last day of the week/ Sunday.  

It is the responsibility of student to check the discussion board for due dates.              

	Week 1

Monday, January 9th –

Sunday, January 15th
	Chapter One: 

     Race, Ethnicity, and Crime: American’s Continuing Crisis

	Week 2

Monday, January 16th – 
Sunday, January 22nd
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Martin Luther King Day, NO CLASS

Chapter Two: 

     Victims and Offenders: Myths and Realities about Crime 

Research Writing Assignment “Topic Approval” Due

	Week 3

Monday, January 23rd – 

Sunday, January 29th
	

	Week 4

Monday, January 30th – 

Sunday, February 5th 
	Chapter Three: 

     Race, Ethnicity, Social Structure, and Crime


	Week 5

Monday, February 6th – 

Sunday, February 12th 
	Chapter Four: 

 Justice on the Street? The Police and Racial and Ethnic    Minorities

	Week 6

Monday, February 13th – 

Sunday, February 19th 
	Research Writing Assignment “Annotated Bibliography” Due

	Week 7

Monday, February 20th – 

Sunday, February 26th  
	Chapter Five: 

     The Courts: A Quest for Justice during the Pretrial Process 


	Week 8

Monday, February 27th – 

Sunday, March 5th 
	Chapter Six: 

     Justice on the Bench? Trial and Adjudication in Criminal Court
Mid-Term Exam
Research Writing Assignment “Thesis Statement” Due

	Week 9

Monday, March 6th – 

Sunday, March 12th
	Spring Break
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	Week 10

Monday, March 13th –

Sunday, March 19th 
	Chapter Seven: 

     Race and Sentencing: In Search of Fairness and Justice


	Week 11

Monday, March 20th – 

Sunday, March 26th 
	

	Week 12

Monday, March 27th – 

Sunday, April 2nd 
	Chapter Eight: 

     The Color of Death: Race and the Death Penalty

	Week 13

Monday, April 3rd – 

Sunday, April 9th    
	Research Writing Assignment “Final Product” Due

	Week 14

Monday, April 10th – 

Sunday, April 16th 
	Chapter Nine: 

     Corrections in America: A Portrait in Color

	Week 15

Monday, April 17th – 

Sunday, April 23rd 
	Chapter Ten: 

     Minority Youth and Crime: Minority Youth in Court

	Week 16

Monday, April 24th – 

Tuesday, April 25th 
	Chapter Eleven: 

     The Color of Justice

	Wednesday, April 26th  
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	Study Day No Classes

	Final Comprehensive Exam
	Thursday, April 27, 2017 –

Wednesday, May 3, 2017



