Thesis Statement Checklist:
Use the following checklist to see if you have written a strong thesis statement:

· Does my thesis attempt to answer (or at least to explore) a challenging intellectual question?

· Is the point I am making one that would generate discussion and argument, or is it one that would leave people asking, “So What?”

· Is my thesis too vague?  Too general?  Should I focus on some more specific aspect of my topic?

· Does my thesis deal directly with the topic at hand, or is it a declaration of my personal feelings?

· Does my thesis indicate the direction of my argument?  Does it suggest a structure for my paper?

· Does my introductory paragraph define terms important to my thesis?  If I am writing a research paper, does my introduction “place” my thesis within the larger, ongoing scholarly discussion about my topic?

· Is the language in my thesis vivid and clear?  Have I structured my sentence so that the important information is in the main clause?  In short, is this thesis the very best sentence it can be?
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