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University of Southern Indiana, David L. Rice Library Reference Team

ADVANCED DATABASE FEATURES FOR FACULTY RESEARCH

EBSCOhost
Databases Available
Rice Library subscribes or has access to the following EBSCOhost databases:
*Academic Search Premier (ASP)
*America: History and Life with Full Text (AHFT)
*Business Source Premier (BSP)
*CINAHL with Full Text (CFT)
*Communication and Mass Media Complete (CMMC)
*Corporate Resource Net (CRN)
Criminal Justice Abstracts (CJA)
*ERIC
GeoRef (GR)
*Health Business FullTEXT (HBFT)
*Health Source: Consumer Edition (HSC)
*Health Source: Nursing/Academic Edition (HSN)
*Historical Abstracts with Full Text (HAFT)
Library, Information Science and Technology Abstracts (LISTA)
*MAS Ultra (MAS)
*MasterFile Premier (MFP)
*McClatchy-Tribune Collection (MTC)
MEDLINE (MED)
*Military & Government Collection (MGC)
*Newspaper Source (NS)
*Professional Development Collection (PDC)
*PsycARTICLES (PA)
PsycINFO (PI)
*Regional Business News (RBN)
Social Work Abstracts (SWA)
*SocINDEX with Full Text (SIFT)
*SPORTDiscus with Full Text (SDFT)

* Indicates full text or partial full text content
Creating an EBSCOhost Account
Some of the EBSCOhost database features, especially permanent storage of retrieved data, are only available to those who create a personal account.  To create an account in any of the EBSCOhost databases, click on the “Sign In” link located along the top of the interface screen.  If the user already has an account, s/he will be prompted to log in using a previously established user name and password.  If not, the user may create the account by clicking on the “Create a new Account” link.  At that point, the user will be brought to a registration form which will require some basic information:  name, e-mail address, proposed user name and password, etc.  After completing the Personal Account registration form, the user should click on the “Save Changes” button at the bottom.  This should complete the registration process and establish the account.  Occasionally the user will be notified that the user name and/or password are already in use by another user, in which case s/he will be asked to offer an alternative.  Once the account has been created, the user should be able to access the account from any EBSCOhost database available through any library in any location.  The information stored in the account (articles, searches, images, etc.) is stored on EBSCO’s servers and, therefore, should be accessible worldwide.

MyEBSCOhost User Name:  _________________________     Password:  _________________________


Creating an Account Tutorial
Using Controlled Vocabularies
Databases frequently use controlled vocabularies or subject headings to assist users in locating information on specific topics.  The terms used to identify such controlled vocabularies may vary.  Some common examples are:  Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH), Medical Subject Headings (MeSH), CINAHL Headings (Nursing and Allied Health), ERIC Thesaurus (Education), PsycINFO Thesaurus (Psychology).  Some databases may simply refer to the subject-searching functionality with such terms as “Subjects,” “Subject Terms,” “Topics,” “Indexes,” “Thesaurus,” or “Browse Topics/Thesaurus.”  The link to the controlled vocabulary search is located along the blue toolbar at the top of the database interface.  Some EBSCOhost databases also allow the user to access the controlled vocabulary by checking a “Suggest Subject Terms” box located above the search boxes.
Researchers should begin by identifying the keywords or phrases expressed by their research question and search the controlled vocabulary indexes or thesauri to determine which term(s) the database uses to express each concept.  The same concept may be represented by different controlled vocabulary terms in different databases.  If none are found, the researcher may be forced to use keywords or phrases in place of a controlled vocabulary term.

Which is better – controlled vocabulary searches or keyword searches?  Both are useful, and skilled researchers use both to their best advantage.  Ultimately the researcher must decide which is giving her/him the best results.


Controlled Vocabulary Tutorial
Refining Search Results with Limiters and Expanders
Once a database search has been completed and the results have been examined, the user may choose to refine the search in some way in order to narrow or expand the results or eliminate unwanted false hits.  This may involve introducing additional search terms, limiting the results to a particular date range or publication type, following cited references, or expanding the search by allowing the database to search the full text of indexed sources.
The user may choose to add additional words/concepts to the search boxes at the top of the screen.  S/he may consider using the “Refine Results” options located in the left-hand sidebar.  Users may also filter the search results by “Source Types,” “Subjects,” as well as other categories.  These filters are also located in the left-hand sidebar.  Finally, users may expand their search results by:  1.) Following the “Cited References” and “Times Cited in this Database” links in the search result list, 2.) Clicking on appropriate subject headings or author-supplied keywords associated with each item, or 3.) Following the “Find Similar Results” link on the expanded citation/abstract page.

Limiters and Expanders Tutorial
Using Folders
EBSCOhost databases permit the user to permanently store search results in folders which is beneficial to ongoing research projects.  Once in the selected database, a user needs to be logged into her/his personal account in order for items added to folders to be preserved beyond a single search session.  Users may create multiple folders with no limit to the number of items stored in each folder.  Users may also share contents of folders with research partners.  The user may print, e-mail, save, or export the entire contents of each folder or selected items.  NOTE:  Be sure the “Remove from folder after … ” box is unchecked.

Account Features Tutorial
Formatting Bibliographies
Once the researcher has successfully completed a search, s/he may select items from the result list and add them to a folder.  The citation for each of the items can be reformatted into a variety of citation styles (APA, AMA, Chicago, MLA, etc.).  Once in the folder containing the saved items, select the appropriate citations and click on the “Print,” “E-mail,” or “Save” links located in the right-hand sidebar.  Once on the “[Print, E-mail, or Save] Manager” page, select the appropriate citation format (usually “Brief Citation”) and/or the citation elements to include.  Once selected, click on the “[Print, Send, Save]” button.  Please take note of the cautions about using the citation style formats without comparing them to the official style manuals or the guides provided.


Account Features Tutorial
Using Alerting Services
There are two basic types of alerts and two types of alerting services provided by EBSCOhost databases.  The two types of alerts include current awareness, or table of contents, alerts and search strategy alerts, sometimes referred to as selective dissemination of information (SDI).  The former provide the researcher with the tables of contents of journals selected each time a new issue of the periodical is published.  The journal title for such alerts need not be available full-text in a database in order to make use of this type of alert.  The second type of alert periodically re-runs an established search strategy against the database and informs the researcher of newly published materials related to the search topics.

There are also two types of alerting services:  e-mail alerts and RSS (Rich Site Summary or Really Simple Syndication) feeds.

1. Table of Contents Alerts – E-mail:  After logging into My EBSCOhost, the researcher should do a publication search on each journal title for which s/he would like to receive periodic tables of contents by clicking on the “Publications” link on the top toolbar.  Browse for the journal by title.  Once the journal has been located, click on its title.  To establish the alert, click on the “Share” link located in the upper right-hand corner of the publication detail screen.  A pop-up screen will appear; click on the “E-mail alert” link.  Complete the form and click on the “Save” button. RSS:  Follow the instructions for e-mail above.  Once the “Share” pop-up screen appears, click on the “RSS Feed” link.  A pop-up screen will appear, displaying the syndication feed URL.  Click on this URL.  An RSS subscription page will appear.  Click on the link labeled “Subscribe to this feed.”  

2. Search Strategy Alerts – E-mail:  After logging into My EBSCOhost and successfully completing a search, click on the “Share” link located in the upper right-hand corner of the search result list; a pop-up screen will appear.  Click on the “Create an alert” link.  Complete the form and click on the “Save” button.  RSS:  Follow the instructions for e-mail above.  Once the “Share” pop-up screen appears, click on “Create an RSS feed.”  A pop-up screen will appear, displaying the syndication feed URL.  After responding to the options on the “Create Alert” page, click on this URL.  An RSS subscription page will appear.  Click on the link labeled “Subscribe to this feed.”


Search/Publication Alerts Tutorial
Finding Cited References
A number of the EBSCOhost databases (ASP, AHL, BSP, CFT, CMMC, CJA, HA, LISTA, PA, PI, SIFT, SDFT) incorporate a “Cited References” search feature.  Not only does this feature allow the researcher to expand her/his search strategy by discovering sources related to those retrieved through a search (described above), but it also allows the researcher to find where specific authors, works, or sources are cited in a database.  To access this feature, click on the “Cited References” link located along the toolbar at the top of the database interface.  (Note:  Sometimes the link to “Cited References” is accessible from the “More” link.)  Once in the “Cited References” search, complete the search form with appropriate information and execute the search.  The result will provide the user with a list of sources that match her/his search criteria.  To determine which sources cite any of the items in the result list, check the box next to a specific item and click on the “Find Citing Articles” button.

Cited References Tutorial
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